[Magnets used in dentistry. Preliminary data on in vitro biocompatibility].
The biocompatibility of various magnetic materials used in dentistry to secure prostheses was assessed. In vitro cell cultures were performed on coated and uncoated covered and uncovered rare earth magnets. These studies were completed by essays of the lactic dehydrogenase used as an indicator of membrane damage. The various analyses indicate that the magnets in common clinical use are not significantly cytotoxic.